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Tree Care by Molly Znatcho 

On Tuesday, May 1, some of the members of the Ecology Club met to learn about taking care of the trees at 

the gardening area in Drums.  While there, they learned about what types of trees were there and how to 

take care of them so they produce the maximum amount of fruit they can.  One interesting fact they learned 

was that, since the trees that are planted there are dwarf trees, there should be at least a two foot area 

around the base of the tree that has no vegetation.  This is because if there is grass or 

other plants too close to the roots, the trees will have to “fight” them for the nutrients.  

If this happens, the trees may not grow as much as they should each year.  They also 

learned about how to help prevent trees from getting certain diseases.  It was an enjoy-

able and educational experience for all of those involved.  

About twenty students from Valley’s Ecology Club led by Mr. Weaver and Mrs. Fetter-

man participated in the trip. 
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Are PSSAs Necessary or Not? by Koen Gaydos 

 This year grades three through eight at Valley Elementary Middle School and other schools 

throughout the District completed the PSSA tests.  These tests took five days and tested students’ 

knowledge in two different subjects.  For the first three days students were tested on their ELA and Read-

ing skills, and the next week they took the Math tests which lasted for two days.  Fourth and eighth grad-

ers also took Science PSSAs for an additional two days.   

 The state says that the PSSAs act as a “grade” for each school and a tool so the government can 

make sure the teachers are doing their jobs correctly.  However, others think it helps schools get funding 

and heighten the teacher’s pay.  Some who think the state’s claims are wrong want to completely abolish 

the testing because they think it is a waste of time.   

 Personally I think the state’s reason is believable and that the people who complain should not, be-

cause if the parents do not want their child/children to take the test, they can opt out.  In order to opt out 

they have to visit the school, review the tests, and fill out a paper that states their rea-

soning for opting out.  This doesn’t seem too hard to do so the parents should do that 

and not complain.   

 PSSAs provide one snapshot of students’ abilities and help students prepare 

for other standardized tests required for college acceptance.  It’s up to parents to de-

cide if they are necessary or not. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/0c/69/a6/0c69a6d999a3173ff964d96ca6c1bd13.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/561542647266028374/&h=335&w=500&tbnid=8KZxYcMv47CgWM:&docid=lH8C7UhYXoyBRM&ei=wE87Vs_0BoGF
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PJAS 2018 by Molly Znatcho 

Some of the middle school students worked on a science project for the past few months for Pennsylvania 

Junior Academy of Science, PJAS.  These students picked an experiment they wanted to try, did the experi-

ment, and then made a PowerPoint on it.  The students were supposed to go to Wilkes University to present 

their projects on Saturday, March 3, but that was cancelled due to the snow we received that weekend.  So the 

students would still have an opportunity to be scored on their presentations, they presented them to teachers 

who judged and scored them.  Anyone who received a First Award will be moving on to States.  This is held 

at the main Penn State campus.  The students stay there for three days.  While there, the students not only 

present their projects, but also have an opportunity to explore the campus or go to different shops downtown.  

Every year, it is an exciting experience for everyone involved.  Results: First Award- 

Molly Znachko, Kiera Skuntz, Kayla Martisofski, Nathaniel Bacon, Lucy Olander, 

Isabelle Seratch, Jenna Kubitz, Madeline Ashton, Grace Gudich, Ella Oswald, Jacob 

Kozlek, Maris Sadowski, and Jillian McGeehan. Second Award- Paige Kowalski and 

Julia Ogurkis.  Congratulations to all students who were involved! 

Baseball is Back by Grant Russo 

With opening day occurring several weeks ago, the MLB is up and running.  This season looks to be 

better than ever!  Several offseason trades and the acquiring of free agents and rookies make for 

some exciting competition.  Among the offseason happenings are the New York Yankees signing MLB 

homerun leader of 2017, Giancarlo Stanton, the Red Sox receiving the talented J.D. Martinez, and 

the upcoming stud from Japan who pitches and hits, Shohei Ohtani going to the Los Angeles Angels.  

The defending champions, the Houston Astros, look to hold off the opposing league powers with their 

own star studded lineup for a shot at another title.  With baseball again filling up 

television channels and the lives of many, America can enjoy its favorite pastime.   

This baseball season is one of the most anticipated seasons in years.  The MLB 

has found many rising stars to take over as faces of the league.  They have in-

credible athlete, Mike Trout, making diving catches and blasting homers for the 

Angels, slugger Bryce Harper winning in style with the Nationals, Clayton Kershaw pitching the lights 

out for the Dodgers, an inspirational story in the 5’6” Astros star and American League MVP, and es-

pecially skyscraper high, 6’7” Aaron Judge coming off a 52 homerun season and Rookie of the Year 

winner for the Bronx Bombers.  This season every game you watch could be part of history! These 

names are taking the places of former Major League phenoms like Derek Jeter, David Ortiz, and 

Mariano Rivera.  Baseball is fun to watch with the towering homeruns and unbelievable pitching.  As 

the highest level starts other leagues such as local Babe Ruth and Little Leagues follow.  This year is 

going to be one for the history books, and I urge you to witness the legends being made.   
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The Smiths by Ian Kramer 

The year was 1982. In England, the New Wave revolution was at its peak just as 

another band entered it. But this band was different, they weren’t just another one 

hit wonder that the world would never appreciate. This band was The Smiths, Al-

ternative music artists. 

In 1982, Johnny Marr and Steven Patrick Morrissey formed The Smiths, alongside of Mike Joyce and Andy 

Rourke. The band that formed in Manchester is acclaimed as one of the most important and influential bands in 

the British independent music scene of the 1980s. In addition, the NME, or New Musical Express, declared 

The Smiths as the most influential artist of all time, in a 2002 poll. The band they beat out you may ask, The 

Beatles. Likewise, four of their albums made the cut for the Rolling Stone’s 500 Greatest Albums of All Time. 

They produced numerous singles that reached the top 20 in the UK. Furthermore, all four of their albums 

reached the top 5 in the UK, including one that reached #1.  Songs include:  “What Difference Does It Make?” 

and “There Is A Light That Never Goes Out.” 

Unfortunately, The Smiths had an extremely short tenure of only 5 years, 1982-1987. Many wonder why they 

separated after they found great success. Well, internal conflicts drove the members to disband. They have 

turned down several offers to reform and have left fans wondering what else they could have achieved. Johnny 

Marr was tired from touring and took a break from the band in June 1987. Sadly, he felt that his actions were 

negatively perceived by his bandmates. In July, Marr left the group because he mistakenly thought an NME 

article entitled "Smiths to Split" was planted by Morrissey. Thus, The Smiths broke up after five short years. 

 Meaning of Life, Kind of by Ryan Coghill 

       The meaning of life. The big question. What is the meaning of life? Why are we on this Earth? What are we 

supposed to do in our very little time in our very little existence? Take a moment to think about that. 

       We waste our lives being in anger, bitterness, frustration, arrogance, and hatred. It is not why we are here. We 

should be doing things that are worth our time like community service, helping people, making others happy, help-

ing our environment, and being happy in general. You should do what is good for you, your family, and everybody 

around you. Do what you enjoy doing and what makes you feel good. Try to look on the positive side of situations. 

Stride to achieve your goals and follow your dreams. Try to plan for the future, but live in the present. Also do not 

dwell on the past. If you fail something, concentrate on doing it better next time. Live your life within your morals 

and the way you want to. You are one of over seven billion people on this Earth, but this means you should be the 

best you that you can be. Try your hardest and best in everything you do.  

       The benefits of being happy are you feel better and you can make others feel happy. If you feel angry with 

someone, then take a minute to calm down and rationalize the situation with them and make a compromise. There 

never need to be a fight or conflict. Remember the common saying, smiles are contagious. Take your time with life 

and enjoy it. Our time on Earth is short, so we have to make the most of it.      

       I cannot tell you what the meaning of life is. There are many opinions on this matter.  With age and experience 

we will all find that out one day. Strive to be the best you and do not let anybody bring you down.      



               

                          NHL Trade Deadline  by Ian Kramer 

 The NHL Trade Deadline has come and gone, and despite many people’s predic-

tions this year’s deadline was rather quiet. But, there were a few blockbuster trades that 

took place; some teams have bolstered themselves for a deep playoff run, meanwhile, 

some have begun or continued the rebuilding process. The trade of the day belonged to 

the Tampa Bay Lightning and the New York Rangers. The Lightning received Ryan 

McDonagh, who was the Ranger’s captain and all-star blue liner, and JT Miller, a young 

speedy center. The Rangers in return received Vladislav Namestnikov, Brett Howden, and Libor Hajek, a 

first round pick in this year’s draft, and a second round pick in 2019. Also, the Winnipeg Jets were impres-

sive and bolstered their young core with several key additions that may lead them to the Stanley Cup. In 

addition, the Vegas Golden Knights, made a few crucial adds that may lead them to a Stanley Cup in their 

inaugural season, a feat that has only been accomplished once. 
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NHL Playoff Push by Ian Kramer 

 With only a few teams clinching their tickets to the playoffs, a lot of teams are 

still in contention. The Maple Leafs, Predators, Golden Knights, and Lightning are the 

only teams to have secured their spot in the playoffs, leaving 12 spots available.  In the 

Eastern Conference, the Panthers, Flyers, Blue Jackets, and Devils are in a dogfight for 

the wildcard spots. Meanwhile, in the Western Conference, the Avalanche, Kings, 

Blues, and Stars are competing for the wildcard spots. The Stanley Cup Playoffs begin 

on April 11, 2018. 

Fortnite Tips for Winning by Alex Barret 

 Don’t go where everyone else goes. I see people go to populated places and die right off the bat. If you are 

not skilled, don’t engage too many people. 

 Build when you are first shot. Many hesitate to build and end up dying. By building, you can prevent any 

damage from opponents. 

 Do not panic when being shot at. Most people panic and don’t focus when getting shot. You should just 

build and shoot him. When your aim is shaky from being nervous you can’t hit your enemy and have a high 

chance of dying. 

 Another tip is to know when you can win a gunfight. If you hear rocket launchers and scars being shot; you 

should not engage them in a gunfight. You will be outgunned and will likely die. 

Hope you use my tips and get many wins in Fortnite. If you do use these tips, I 

guarantee you will at least one win in one week. 
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The Great Depression by Ryan Coghill 

     The Great Depression was not actually that great. It started when the stock 

market crashed in1929. This event in history lasted until 1939.When the stock 

market crashed, the general public panicked, and millions of investors were 

wiped out. Many people were fired, and factories production went down. Then 

in 1933, the lowest point of the Depression, 15 million people were unem-

ployed, and many of the country’s banks failed.  

     The early 1920s were full of wealth and people investing their money in 

the stock market. During the ’20s unemployment started to grow and the price 

of stocks went up. Then on October 24, 1920, many people sold their shares. 

A record 12.9 million overpriced shares were sold that day. On October 29 people sold 16 million shares, there-

fore wiping out businesses all over the country. Many people were fired and if some managed to stay em-

ployed, their wages fell. Many people fell into debt, and the repossessions and foreclosures rose. In 1931, about 

six million people were looking for work that they would not be able to get. Many farms were abandoned be-

cause the farmers did not have enough money to harvest the crops so people starved as a result. 

      Things started looking up when Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President and made a bank holiday to try 

to help reopen banks that closed. He also had talks over the radio that started to give the American people con-

fidence and to persuade them to spend money and invest. New jobs were created and many organizations were 

also created to help give the stabilization the economy needed. Then when America joined the Allies in WWII, 

jobs increased and the economy stabilized. The Great Depression effected many lives negatively, but was a 

very important part in American history. 

Bhutan, the Happy Country by Nathan Markle 

 

Bhutan is a tiny country in Asia, with less than one-million citizens. Although 

it is a rather forgettable country, it did something very unique. The government 

measured their citizens’ national happiness. I’m going to explain how it turned out and why other 

countries should do it too. 

On July 18, 2008, the Kingdom of Bhutan included measuring their citizens’ happiness in their 

constitution. They gave every citizen a chance to respond on a form. With less than one-million citi-

zens, it’s not difficult. The form answered very simple and random questions from things like, “How 

far must you walk to get firewood?” to things like, “Do you consider yourself to be happy?”  

The people answered surprisingly positive and the scores were very high. The government says it’s 

important to have happy citizens. I personally think this is important for countries to do since it 

shows worth to the citizens. It also helps the government solve problems that the people may be 

having. Do you believe this kind of test would be beneficial? Or would it even be necessary?  All in 

all, I feel this kind of “test” would be very beneficial for both citizens and government. 
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Self-Driving Cars by Nathan Markle 
 

  A topic that has interested me for a while now has been self-

driving cars. That is why in this article I will discuss many things 

about these staples of technology, everything from when we can 

actually buy them, to what goes into making them. 

  To start, many companies admit right now they cost over 

$150,000, but that can be nailed down easy. They hope to make 

them as cheap as $30,000, which is cheaper than a lot of normal cars. They also have visions of many people 

driving them because of how much safer they are compared to normal cars. So much so in fact, that Elon 

Musk said they might even outlaw manual driving because of how safe self-driving cars are. 

  Another popular point of discussion is are they being used today? When can we buy them?  The first ques-

tion’s answer is that yes, they are very much being used today.  In 2015 Milton Keyes, a town in England, 

placed 100 of them for transport around the city. Paris has 3 in circulation around the city, and Las Vegas also 

has certain roads around the country.  

   Lastly, and possibly the biggest question is what parts go into making them. Most include a GPS unit, inertial navi-

gation system, and a plethora of sensors like radar and cameras. The vehicle uses GPS to map out areas and sen-

sors to obey traffic laws and lights. Google has driverless cars around the world mapping every road to pave the 

way for this technology. In all, the thought that mankind has evolved enough to travel with no physical movement 

or mental thought is truly inspiring.   

The First Airliner by Brandon Gaizick 

      An airliner is a type of aircraft the carries passengers and 

different types of cargo such as goods, animals, and foods. An 

airliner could be different if you go from country to country, but 

an airliner is usually for passengers or cargo in commercial ser-

vices.  

      When the Wright Brothers made a heavier-than-air flight, this sparked an excitement in the 

world, it had a great global impact in politics and economics. That led Russia to technically make 

the first airliner called Sikorsky Ilya Muromets. It was a luxurious with a bedroom, lounge, and toi-

let; it also had heating and electrical lights. The Ilya Muromets first flight was on December 10, 

1913. The Sikorsky Ilya Muromets was in service from 1913-1919. Numerous replicas of the Sikor-

sky Ilya Muromets were made for military bomber planes and were used in more countries includ-

ing Poland, Russia, and the Ukraine. The last trip Sikorsky Ilya Muromets took place in 1922 at the 

bomb-dropping and air shooting school in Serpukhov. 
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Coachella 2018 by Nekeya Deangelo 

Coachella 2018 was lit! Coachella is an art and music festival held at the Empire Polo Club 

in Indio, California. It is held over a two weeks’ time period because of the festival being so 

big, cool, and lit. The tickets cost $429 for regular admission, and if you want VIP, it costs 

almost $1,000.  Coachella sells out every year, and it is impossible to get or even find any 

tickets, unless someone you know bought the tickets and couldn’t attend, maybe they 

would give them to you.  Performers included: Eminem, Be-

yoncé, The Weekend, Migos, Post Malone, Blackbear, and 

Cardi B.  There were a lot of fashion and makeup trends 

that looked amazing, and everybody is trying to imitate 

them now. Thank you to the celebs’ managers for finding 

the best fashion by the best fashion designers.  If you saw 

James Charles, he looked amazing in his sun and moon 

makeup along with all the other celebs in their festive wear. We definitely can look forward 

to the performances and new fashion trends at Coachella 2019.     

 

APRIL 

BASEBALL 

BLOSSOMS 

BUNNY 

BUTTERFLY 

CANDY 

CHICK 

FLOWERS 

GARDEN  

KITE 

LAMB 

MARCH 

MAY 

MOTHERS DAY 

NEST 

RAIN 

RAINBOW 

SPRING BREAK 

SUNSHINE 

TULIP 

UMBRELLA 

WINDY 
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by Eden  Johnson 
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